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From 1868 until 1953, Tyrone’s original Logan School, top photo, occupied the corner of Logan Avenue and 
Fourteenth Street.  The two-story brick building was torn down and replaced with the “ultra-modern” Logan Ele-
mentary School, bottom photo, remembered with fondness by many Tyrone natives.  

By Richard Merryman, Feature Writer 

IN EVERY SEASON OF LIFE,  
TYRONE SCHOOLS OFFER WISDOM TO STUDENTS 
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WHAT’S INSIDE 

As the days grow longer and the very early signs of spring are around us, we are 

hopeful that this particular spring will bring with it a much-needed renewal of a more 

normal life.  This past year has been filled with uncertainty, challenges, and 

frustrations, but also with a revived sense of what is important in our lives.  We are 

now tasked to examine the things that have changed forever and determine how to 

move forward.  This is both exciting and scary, but a chance to capitalize on our 

strengths and address our shortcomings. 

Maintaining a balance between health and safety and providing for our students’ 

educational and emotional needs has been our focus this year.  We are relieved to 

see a stabilization in the course of the pandemic and happy for the opportunity to 

have all of our students back for full-time, in-person learning.  We know that the rest 

of this school year will continue to present some roadblocks, but we see the promise of working together for a 

strong finish. 

In this issue of TyNotes, we focus on the physical changes through which the TASD has endured over the 

last 150 years.  The vision of past administrations and school boards for the configuration of the system has 

influenced generations of students who have passed through the doors of the many elementary school 

buildings.  The neighborhood and regional school buildings fueled friendly rivalries over those years about 

which elementary school was the best (it was Lincoln, by the way!) as we all came together into one junior 

high.  Anyone who grew up in the Tyrone Area School District prior to the final consolidation in 1999 has 

childhood memories upon which will surely be hearkened when reading the feature article. 

This issue also features our current School Board of Directors.  While January is officially School Director 

Recognition Month, we are grateful every day for the volunteer service to our school district that is offered by 

our Board.  School Boards are often asked to make very difficult decisions that can have far-reaching effects.  I 

know that our Board considers each of these decisions very seriously, knowing what is at stake.  Please join 

me in thanking both past and present Board members for their commitment to TASD! 

I hope that you find the contents of this publication interesting and informative.  If you have comments or 

questions regarding any of this material or suggestions for future articles, please contact the Superintendent’s 

Office at 814-684-0710, extension 4137 or email sjwoomer@tyrone.k12.pa.us.   
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Nearly three thousand years ago, King Solomon ut-
tered these words about wisdom in Proverbs 3:13-16—
Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get un-
derstanding.  Her income is better than silver, and her rev-
enue better than gold.  Wisdom is more precious than jew-
els, and nothing a person desires can compare with her.  
Long life is in her right hand.  In her left hand remain 
riches and honor.  Thirty centuries ago, in his literary mas-
terpiece of Proverbs, King Solomon connected wealth, 
wisdom, and work.  A little more than a century and a half 
ago, in 1868, as the community of Tyrone established its 
earliest educational institutions, the pioneers in this place 
we call home eventually erected eight elementary schools, 
where above all else, Tyrone students freely could pursue 
wisdom.  Eventually, these eight elementary schools 
evolved into several sorts of structures—three community 
schools, one Catholic school, two country schools, and two 
converted schools.  

 LOGAN, ADAMS, WASHINGTON  
Commencing in 1868, taxpayers in Tyrone established 

three community elementary schools: Logan School in 
1868, Adams School in 1893, and Washington School in 
1897.  These three schools qualified as community schools 
because they stood within the perimeter of the Tyrone Bor-
ough.  In 1868, Logan School appeared at Logan Avenue 
and Fourteenth Street, where Tyrone’s Sheetz Store now 
stands.  Built of red brick, by Tyrone Contractor Frederick 
D. Beyer, this two-story Logan School cost Tyrone tax-
payers $11,000.  And please forget not, in those days, 
three years after the Civil War, it cost about 88 cents per 
month to educate one Tyrone student.  

In 1868, Logan School began with ten rooms.  By 
1885, it had grown to nineteen rooms.  Along the way, in 
1875, Logan School added four classrooms to create Ty-
rone High School, containing Grades Nine, Ten, Eleven, 
and Twelve.  Tyrone’s first senior class graduated from 

Logan School in 1881.  From Room Six of Logan School, 
surrounded only by proud parents, six Tyrone Seniors re-
ceived their coveted high school diplomas, with Claude 
Jones as Class Valedictorian.   

For 85 years, until 1953, Logan School served as Ty-
rone’s first community elementary school.  In the same 
year, this historic two-story educational institution was 
demolished.  In 1954, on the same site, a new one-story 
red brick building was constructed, at a total cost of 
$750,000.  Eventually, this community school would 
house two classrooms for each elementary grade. 

Opened in November 1954, Tyrone’s new Logan 
School building included three noteworthy characteristics.  
First, it contained an all-purpose room, which served as a 
cafeteria, a gymnasium, and an auditorium, replete with a 
small stage.  Second, the new Logan School boasted a 
“hotel-like” lobby, illuminated by spacious windows.  
Third, the school bell from the first 1868 building adorned 
the front yard of the 1954 building.  Faithfully, this school 
bell had called several generations of Tyrone youngsters to 
enter the old Logan building and to energize themselves 
with reading, writing, and arithmetic—To Seek Knowledge 
and Possess Wisdom. 

In 1893, a quarter of a century after Logan School ap-
peared, Tyrone Taxpayers erected their second community 
elementary school—Adams School—at the corner of Ad-
ams Avenue and Eighteenth Street, to educate the young-
sters of East Tyrone.  Like Logan School, this two-story 
Adams School also was constructed with brick.  It con-
tained eight rooms.  In the early 1900’s, Adams was en-
larged to twelve rooms.  Tragically in 1951, Adams School 
was damaged by a fire.  Ironically, this fire became one of 
the catalysts which sparked the Tyrone School District to 
tear down the first Adams School and to build a second 
Adams School of yellow brick, with one floor, on the same 
site.  Like Tyrone’s second Logan School, Tyrone’s sec-
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Like Logan School, the original 1893 Adams School (left) located on the corner of Adams Avenue and 
Eighteenth Street, was torn down and  a new Adams Elementary School (right) was erected on the same site in 
1954.  Students who attended Adams Elementary remember the quiet neighborhood setting in East Tyrone, 
which was perfect for events such as the “Positive Pumpkin Parade,” held each October. 
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ond Adams School building contained an all-purpose 
room.  It also cost Tyrone taxpayers $750,000.   

In a spirit of community cooperation, during the many 
months when Logan and Adams Schools were torn down 
and built up anew, Tyrone churches opened their doors for  
teachers to utilize available space to set up temporary 
classrooms.  Tyrone teachers conducted classes from Co-
lumbia Avenue Methodist Church, the Christ Methodist 
Church, the Tyrone Presbyterian Church, the Tyrone Lu-
theran Church, and the Tyrone Wesley Methodist Church. 

 In 1897, Tyrone taxpayers built a third community 
school—Washington Grade School (originally Park Ave-
nue School)—at the corner of Eighth Street and Park Ave-
nue.  In 1897, Washington School proved the smallest of 
Tyrone’s elementary schools. It 
contained only four classrooms.  
However, in 1914, even as 
World War I erupted in Europe, 
Washington School inaugurated 
a building program, which en-
larged the original four class-
rooms into eight classrooms, 
spread across two floors. 

Throughout its 74-year his-
tory (from 1897 to 1971), 
Washington Grade School re-
mained structurally small but 
philosophically large, especially 
when passers-by read the 
school wisdom, engraved in 
concrete above the Eighth 
Street door entrance: Hear In-
struction / And Be Wise / And 
Refuse It Not.  Through all the 
circling years, that Washington 
School wisdom would accom-
pany students out of the school 
doors and into the wide world.   

As vehicle traffic increased 
along Washington Avenue, the 
Tyrone School Board intensi-
fied its concern about student 
safety.  For that reason, at the 
opening and closing of each school day, a police woman 
was employed at Washington Avenue and Eighth Street to 
guarantee student safety.  The police lady was Mrs. Verna 
McMullen.  She resided nearby at Lincoln Avenue and 
Tenth Street.  Dressed in a black police uniform, black hat, 
and white gloves, Mrs. McMullen projected a no-nonsense 
law enforcement image of safety and security.   

In addition to a police lady, Washington School 
uniquely claimed its very own alma mater.  In 1939, Colo-
nel Benjamin Jones composed The Washington School 
Song after the day his nine-year-old son Ben had walked 
home from school and complained that Washington 
School had no school song—no alma mater. 

In 1953, the first Logan and Adams Schools were torn 
down and replaced with new buildings.  By contrast, Ty-

rone’s 1897 Washington School underwent extensive 
building restoration.  This renovation included new acous-
tic ceiling tile, new indirect classroom lighting, and the 
conversion of a classroom into an auditorium/gymnasium.  
In 1958, Washington School installed its first cafeteria in 
the basement.  That new cafeteria meant that students no 
longer would need to pack their lunch or walk home for 
lunch, but instead could enjoy the nutritious variety of a 
government funded school lunch program. 

Unlike with Logan and Adams Schools, there never 
would be a new Washington School.  In 1971, after 74 
years of faithful educational service, Washington School 
closed its doors forever.  The aging 1897 school building 
found itself purchased for $2,000 by Tyrone native and 
State College developer, Paul Schoonmaker, III. Mr. 

Schoonmaker converted Ty-
rone’s 1897 Washington School 
into apartments.  Even though 
Washington School closed, the 
priceless lessons learned in that 
neighborhood school in South 
Tyrone would radiate far and 
wide throughout the lives of 
many Tyrone graduates. 

SAINT MATTHEW 
In 1886, on a hillside over-

looking the downtown commu-
nity, Tyrone’s Saint Matthew 
Church built Tyrone’s only 
Catholic elementary school—
Saint Matthew.  Father John C. 
Farren opened Tyrone’s only 
parochial school in the present 
red brick building in 1886.  In 
those pioneer days, Father Farren 
invited the Sisters of Mercy 
from Loretto, Pennsylvania, to 
live in a remodeled convent to 
the left of the school and to edu-
cate the hundred or so children 
who daily attended the school.   

The 1886 red brick school, 
built under the careful guidance 
of Father Farren, consisted of 

four classrooms on the first floor, a temporary sanctuary 
on the second floor, and a repurposed convent to the left of 
the new parochial school building.  Please remember that 
the parochial school had to house a temporary sanctuary, 
since another ten years would pass until Saint Matthew 
parishioners could raise the needed $36,000 to build Saint 
Matthew Church sanctuary in 1896.  Behind the school, 
where the parish hall now stands, stood a stable which 
sheltered the horse and carriage for the parish priest.   

In the years before Saint Matthew School became a 
concrete reality, this Tyrone institution operated from sev-
eral nearby locations.  First, the Catholic school existed on 
Tenth Street, on land where Bake Shop Bakes now oper-
ates.  Later, the fledgling Catholic school moved to Tenth 
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Many children from the Tyrone community 
passed through the doors of the beloved 
Washington School. Located on the corner of 
Park Avenue and Eighth Street, Washington 
School welcomed students from  1897 to 1971. 
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Street and Lincoln Avenue, where the Big Spring Monu-
ment now stands.  Finally, the school opened at the Mathi-
as home, at the corner of Lincoln Avenue and Eleventh 
Street, later the site of the spacious Acklin Home.  All of 
these locations suffered the same short-coming, lack of 
adequate heat during cold Tyrone winters.   

In addition to confronting the cold, the Sisters of Mer-
cy teachers from Loretto found themselves challenged 
with the duty of educating children from Italy, Ireland, 
and Slovakia, whose parents had immigrated to America 
to labor on the railroad, in the stone quarries, and at the 
paper mill.  Energetically, the Sisters of Mercy heroically 
operated a Catholic high school at Saint Matthew, for 
Catholic students in Grades Nine, Ten, Eleven, and 
Twelve. 

Saint Matthew High School operated from about 1919 
until 1925.  Eventually, an Altoona Catholic school be-
came available for these parochial students, as Bishop 
Guilfoyle High School.  Today’s Saint Matthew Parochial  
School, which underwent an extensive renovation in the 
mid-2000’s, houses about forty Catholic students in Pre-
School through Grade Six.  The parish hall erected in 
1982 behind the school, serves as the school cafeteria.    

GRAZERIVILLE AND OAK RIDGE 
Commencing in 1928, The Tyrone School District 

established its first country elementary school, Grazier-
ville School.  Rightfully, Grazierville School would quali-
fy as a country school, since it clearly stood outside the 
perimeter of the Tyrone Borough.  Three miles south of 
downtown Tyrone, along Third Street, sits the  stately red 
brick building, which not surprisingly, was christened 
Grazierville Elementary School.  Built in 1928, this first 
Tyrone country school housed six grades in six class-
rooms and featured a spacious playground directly in front 
of the building.  For many years, Grazierville School did 
not have a cafeteria.  Eventually, a cafeteria was installed.  
Before the cafeteria, students in this small, close-knit vil-
lage packed their lunches or rushed quickly home at the 
noon hour.   

In 1964, Grazierville fifth and sixth graders matricu-
lated to the newly converted Lincoln Elementary School, 
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St. Matthew Parochial School, which adjoins St. 
Matthew Catholic Church along Cameron Avenue, is 
still in use today, 135 years after it opened its doors in 
1886.  It is the Tyrone community’s oldest and longest-
used school building. 

Located at Orchard Crossing, Grazierville School was 
built in 1928 and closed 38 years later in 1966 follow-
ing the renovation of Lincoln Elementary School.  
Fond memories of the school prompted the organiza-
tion of the “Grazieriville School Gang” in the late 
1980’s.   

Oak Ridge Elementary School sat along Old Route 220 in Bald Eagle.  Built in 1952, the school replaced three 
one-room schoolhouses in Snyder Township.  Students who attended Oak Ridge remember waiting with antici-
pation for recess on the expansive playground behind the school.  The building was closed in 1976.  
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which was previously Tyrone High School.  Finally, in 
1966, Grazierville School closed its doors forever, with the 
remaining students in Grades One through Four finding 
themselves transferred to Lincoln School.  At closing, Gra-
zierville School was leased to the Scott-Dale Co. and sub-
sequently purchased by the company’s owner, Tyrone 
businessman, Mr. Richard Rounsley, for $18,200.  Today,  
in 2021,  the building still stands and is used as a private 
residence.  It’s curb appeal has been enhanced with the 
addition of a porch that spans the front of the building, 
with a five car garage beneath! 

In the year 1952, the Tyrone School District estab-
lished its country elementary school—Oak Ridge School.  
Five miles north of downtown Tyrone, along Old Route 
220 in Bald Eagle, Oak Ridge School rose from what had 
been a meadow farm field.  This 1952 red brick country 
elementary school was christened Oak Ridge; the name 
derived from a hillside of 
Oak trees, which served as 
the backdrop for Tyrone’s 
second country elementary 
school.   

To erect Oak Ridge 
School in 1952 cost tax-
payers a modest $135,000.  
Contrast this modest 
amount with the high price 
tags for Tyrone’s Commu-
nity Elementary Schools 
(Logan and Adams) at 
$750,000 per school in the 
1950’s, Oak Ridge housed 
Grade One through Grade 
Six, plus a school cafete-
ria.  Because of space  
limitations, when half-      
day Kindergarten classes  
evolved, they were con-
ducted from a corner of 
the Oak Ridge School cafeteria, with a ninety  minute 
break to serve school lunches.  At its 1952 inauguration, 
Oak Ridge School replaced three one room school houses 
in Snyder Township, including Main (located on Vans-
coyoc Hollow Road, just yards from the location of the 
famous Walter L. Main circus train wreck in 1893, thus 
the name “Main” for the school); Bald Eagle School (that 
was located in the general vicinity of Bald Eagle’s Chill 
and Grill Restaurant); and the Ironville School (at the Ty-
rone Forge near Tyrone Milling).   

Quickly in 1957, the Tyrone School District liquidated 
the $135,000 Oak Ridge debt in one sudden payment to 
Harrisburg.  During the 1960’s, the Tyrone School District 
erected a school bus shelter to the left of the Oak Ridge 
playground.  Sadly, because of declining enrollment, the 
school closed its doors forever in the year of America’s 
Bicentennial, 1976.  Gardner Candy Company of Tyrone 
purchased the Oak Ridge building for $110,000 and con-
verted it into a candy factory.  Bought and sold several 

times in the ensuing years, the building is currently owned 
by Federal Carbide Co., who utilizes it as a manufacturing 
facility.   

WARRIORS MARK AND LINCOLN  
In 1954, the Tyrone School District established its 

first converted elementary school.  Located near the cross-
roads of Warriors Mark, just around the corner from the 
Warriors Mark Convenience Store, the converted Warriors 
Mark Elementary School actually had begun life as a  high 
school in 1924, when the people of Warriors Mark erected 
a two-room red brick building with basement, to serve as 
their first high school.  Clayton G.  Burket served as the 
school contractor. 

By 1930, most of the one-room school houses around 
the environs of Warriors Mark had closed their doors.  To 
replace these one-room schools, nine classrooms were 
added to the original two-room brick high school of 1924.  
The consolidated Warriors Mark-Franklin School of 1930 

embraced all twelve grades 
of these one room school 
houses: Center Line, Dun-
garvin, Eden Hill, Hundred 
Springs, Nealmont, Grazi-
er, Cross Roads, and Plum 
Bottom.   

As Warriors Mark-
Franklin Joint Consolidat-
ed School emerged, Robert 
G. Harpster evolved as the 
school bus contractor.  In 
1935, the consolidated  
school added an outdoor 
terrace to its building, pio-
neered by the efforts of 
WPA workers.  In 1939,  
vocational agriculture was 
added to the curriculum.  
In 1948, a school cafeteria 
opened to offer noontime 
lunches to the many stu-

dents transported from distant corners of Warriors Mark 
and Franklin Townships by school buses.  Usually, an av-
erage Warriors Mark school term extended from October 
until April in order to accommodate those agriculture stu-
dents who had to assist their parents and grandparents on 
the labor of the family farm. 

In the Spring of 1954, Grades Seven through Twelve 
at Warriors Mark Consolidated School permanently were 
discontinued.  Warriors Mark High School students were 
transported by bus to the Tyrone Area High School, a 
three-story brick building, situated at Lincoln Avenue and 
Thirteenth Street.  After Warriors Mark High closed, high 
school students attended Tyrone’s Lincoln Avenue High 
School, from 1955 until 1962.  Eventually, students would 
enroll in the new Tyrone Area High School, opened along 
Clay Avenue Extension in 1962.  From 1955 until its final 
closing in 1996, Warriors Mark School functioned exclu-
sively as a converted elementary school, colored by all the 
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Surrounded by fertile farmland, this stately brick school 
served the community of Warriors Mark for 72 years from 
1924 to 1996.  Residents of the area take great pride in 
the educational roots they developed while students at  
Warriors Mark School.  Alumni from the school continue 
to hold reunions and have established a scholarship that 
is awarded each spring to a TAHS senior who resides in 
the Warriors Mark area.  
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romance that a country school radiates, when separated by 
seven miles of highway from its “in town” counterparts.   

 In 1964, the Tyrone School District established its 
second converted elementary school.  Situated at Lincoln 
Avenue and Thirteenth Street, like Warriors Mark, the 
converted Lincoln Elementary School had begun its edu-
cational life solely as a senior high school,  on September 
11, 1911.  In 1911, the people of Tyrone had paid $48,000 
to construct the imposing three story brick building. 

As Tyrone’s high school population expanded by hun-
dreds during the First World War, the Tyrone School Dis-
trict acquired the Frank Waring home (Fred Waring’s par-
ents) to the right of the Lincoln Avenue high school.  The 
School District remodeled the Waring home for business 
and commercial classrooms.  Just one month before the 
demoralizing stock market crash of October 1929, the Ty-
rone School District opened a new junior high school, at-
tached as an architectural 
twin to the right of the 
1911 Tyrone Senior High 
School.  The 1929 Junior 
High School was connect-
ed to its 1911 Senior High 
School counterpart by Ty-
rone High’s first gymnasi-
um.  In 1962, the Tyrone 
School District opened its 
third high school—a 
$4,300,000 yellow brick 
edifice, in a suburb of Ty-
rone, christened Clay Ave-
nue.  

Nostalgically, the 
Lincoln Avenue High 
School, which had served 
the needs of Tyrone high 
school students for more 
than a half century (from 1911 to 1962) closed its doors, 
but not forever!  As the Vietnam War and the civil rights 
eras unfolded across America, Tyrone School Board mem-
bers grew vividly aware that although Tyrone boasted a 
state-of-the-art new high school, along Clay Avenue Ex-
tension, some of Tyrone’s elementary schools suffered 
from over-crowding.  The solution to these over-crowding 
conditions lay in the recently vacated Lincoln Avenue 
High School. 

Still structurally sound, the former Lincoln Avenue 
High School would undergo an extensive conversion/
restoration which would allow it to resurrect into Tyrone’s 
second converted elementary school.  From 1962 until 
1964, at a total cost of $425,000, old Tyrone High School 
would be converted into new Lincoln Elementary School, 
ready and waiting for a new generation of elementary 
school students to occupy it.  By 1976, the Tyrone Area 
School District had completed its payments on this 
$425,000 restoration project. 

To say the least, the remodeled Lincoln Elementary 
School proved extremely spacious.  Easily, it could ac-
commodate two separate classrooms for Kindergarten 

through Grade Six, along with emerging special education 
classes and with central school administration offices.  In 
1964, this restored high school could include a gymnasi-
um, an auditorium, a library, as well as a brand  new cafe-
teria on the ground floor.  

Thankfully, after the construction of Tyrone’s new 
high school along Clay Avenue, and the conversion of Ty-
rone’s former high school along Lincoln Avenue into an 
elementary school, the educational challenges of school 
overcrowding in the community had come to a quiet close.   

Adams, Lincoln, Logan, and Warriors Mark Elemen-
tary Schools continued to serve the needs of students until 
the late 1990’s, when the Tyrone Area School District em-
barked on a $12,700,000 building project to construct one 
brand-new, state-of-the-art, consolidated elementary 
school on ground adjoining the campus of the Tyrone Area 
Middle and High School on Clay Avenue.  In the years 
following the opening of the new elementary school in 

1999, Adams School was 
converted into Graystone 
Court apartments for sen-
ior citizens.  Logan School 
was torn down to make 
way for a Sheetz Conven-
ience Store.  Lincoln School 
was razed and the lot 
where it once stood re-
mains empty. Warriors 
Mark School was leveled 
to clear the way for a com-
munity park. 

It is no secret that 
across 153 years, since 
1868, Tyrone’s elementary 
schools sincerely have 
sought to shine the light of 
wisdom into the dark cor-
ners of this community.  

Always, that has proven a challenging task.  Yet beyond 
the bricks and the budgets which constitute the concrete 
building blocks of educational institutions, we recognize 
that day after day, week after week, month after month, 
and year after year, Tyrone schools have journeyed on-
ward through sunshine and shadow, through strengths and 
short-comings, to fulfill their mission to help students 
grow mentally, physically, and emotionally as they pursue 
wisdom. 

For devotion to duty, we only can repay Tyrone 
schools with the gift of gratitude.  This gratitude finds it-
self eloquently expressed in these lines, written during the 
Great Depression, by the head master of a British prepara-
tory school: 

School, we stand now at our journey’s end  
Once more, to you, our grateful hearts ascend 

Once more, we praise you for the past  
Grant that our thanks and praise be honest to the last 

Yes!  We have learned to feel our neighbor’s need  
To fight for Truth—in thought, and word, and deed 

Yes!  Here stands The Wisdom which the years have brought 
We thank you, School—for all that you have taught! 

IN EVERY SEASON OF LIFE (Continued from page 6) 

For 88 years, from 1911 to 1999, thousands of children 
attended Tyrone High School turned Lincoln 
Elementary School. Some remember ending their 
school careers in the building as seniors, while others 
remember beginning their school careers in the 
building as kindergartners.   
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In today’s climate of change and challenge, being an effective school board member is no easy task.  School board mem-
bers need to be knowledgeable about many complex issues, carry out initiatives and directives from both federal and 
state governments, and all the while keep their decision-making emphasis on the students.  To face the demands of gov-
erning our public schools, these dedicated individuals volunteer countless hours of personal time.  We salute the public 
servants who serve on the Board of Directors of the Tyrone Area School District.  

Committee Members 

Educational Programs and Materials Committee 
Emphasis:  District Curricula; Textbooks, reference 
books, and other education literature procurement; Elec-
tronic education media procurement and use 

Lori Walk, Chair  
James Raabe, Andrew Woomer, David Fusco 

Physical Plant and Operations Committee 
Emphasis:  Buildings and grounds; Operations and sup-
port equipment (vehicles, machinery, and tools); Opera-
tions support supplies; Student transportation needs 

Jeffery Long, Chair 
William Lash, Andrew Woomer, Randy Miles 

Human Resources Committee 
Emphasis:  Hires, resignations, and retirements; Retire-
ment recognition; Administrative, faculty, staff trips, etc. 
(requiring Board approval) 

Andrew Woomer, Chair 
Lori Walk, Mollie Bakhsheshe 

Financial Operations Committee 
Emphasis:  Financial activities; Financial reports; Finan-
cial investments 

Randy Miles, Chair 
Jeffery Long, William Lash 

Public and Student Relations Committee 
Emphasis:  Public relations activities; Student discipline; 
Graduation speaker selection; Student spotlight/
recognition; Building use, non-school functions 

Mollie Bakhsheshe, Chair 
David Fusco, James Raabe 

Board Regulatory Activities Committee 
Emphasis:  Guidelines—Review, modification, and de-
velopment; Procedure—Review, modification, and de-
velopment; Policy—Review, modification, and develop-
ment 

William Lash, Chair 
Andrew Woomer, Randy Miles, James Raabe 

Student Activities and Services Committee 
Emphasis:  Athletic Council; Cafeteria; Student activities 

James Raabe, Chair 
Mollie Bakhsheshe, William Lash, Jeffery Long 

Employee Relations Committee 
Emphasis:  Collective bargaining; Negotiations; Meet 
and discuss; Employee discipline (when Board level ac-
tion is required) 

David Fusco, Chair 
 Jeffery Long, Lori Walk 

Top row:  Mollie Bakhsheshe; Rose Black, President; David Fusco; William Lash, Vice President.  Bottom row:  Jeffery 
Long; Randy Miles; James Raabe; Lori Walk;  Andrew Woomer.   

TASD SCHOOL BOARD 
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Recently, the Elementary School welcomed all students back to school for face-to-face 
instruction.  We are happy to report that this has been a very positive and happy experience for 
the teachers, staff members, and students. We are glad to see full classrooms of students and  
to take steps towards getting back to normal, while following our health and safety plan, of 
course. 

In addition, the Elementary School has recently welcomed Mr. David Rutter to our staff as 
the new Dean of Students. Mr. Rutter comes to the Elementary School from the Tyrone High 
School where he served as an English teacher for many years. Mr. Rutter has been spending 
time getting to know the students and teachers within the Elementary School and learning the 

district policies and procedures surrounding student discipline and attendance. The teachers and staff members within 
the building welcome Mr. Rutter and are excited to begin working together to best serve our students! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR SCHOOLS 

In January, at the start of 2021, based on recommendations from the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health, our district decided to bring students back on a hybrid model; wherein, half 
the student body came to school two days a week.  This model helped students maintain safe 
distancing in classrooms and common areas, such as cafeterias and hallways.  Since half the 
students were at home for two days each week and vice versa on the other two days, our teach-
ers became innovative in keeping our students engaged in the learning process. 

One way that teachers maintained daily contact with students was by setting up a daily ad-
visory meeting in Zoom for attendance.  This let teachers know that students were logged in for 
school each day, and the teachers touched base with the students about their assignments for the 

day.  Teachers were also able to offer assistance to students at home if they had any questions during advisory time.   
Another way that teachers were responsive to students was by assisting students during asynchronous Wednesday 

learning.  Each Wednesday, during a five-day week, was set aside as an asynchronous learning day.  On this day, stu-
dents worked ahead on a project or caught up on something they did not understand in class.  For teachers, it allowed 
time to reach out to students who might need some extra help on their assignments.  Many teachers took advantage of 
this time to set up Zoom meetings with students who needed that little bit of extra support.   

Moreover, teachers learned new ways to organize instruction to reach students and meet curricular goals.  Teachers  
learned to pace their lessons for two days of live instruction, while also providing assignments for two days of in-home 
learning.  In addition, teachers became more adept at using CANVAS, our instructional delivery platform, to post as-
signments and agendas for learning.  Teachers learned to use a plethora of other web-based tools to engage students at 
home.   

Some teachers learned new ways of assessing students.  Eighth Grade Teacher, Gary Aharrah, offered an alterna-
tive assessment for his students.  Rather than simply testing students on the process of mitosis,  Mr. Aharrah provided 
several choices for students to prove their knowledge.  Some students chose to write a story from the perspective of a 
cell, while others wrote a song, and still others chose to write an essay.   

The year 2020 brought an unprecedented set of challenges to teaching and learning in our schools.  Parents and 
students have been very resilient in continuing to educate their children, and teachers have been innovative in finding 
new ways to make education work.  The year 2021 will bring its own challenges, but our teachers are certainly up for 
the challenge of doing whatever it takes to help students learn.   

Winter is a beautiful time of year in Central Pennsylvania.  Snowy mountains, ice covered 
lakes and streams, and the rush of fresh cold air invigorate the inhabitants here.   

The winter months are an exciting time for the students at Tyrone Area High School.  In 
late January come midterm exams and the close of the first semester.  Students study hard for 
these exams which demonstrate what they have learned in the first half of the school year.  
This benchmark allows students to see how successfully their hard work and studying has paid 
off, or it gives them a wake-up call to work harder and to put more effort into their academics, 
something that will impact their future.  

Winter sports are an exciting part of the school year for many students.  Golden Eagle 
basketball, wrestling, swimming, and cheerleading are all part of the winter lineup.  These 

sports offer students different options for participating in a physical activity that they love and enjoy.  It also gives their 
parents an opportunity to see them competing against other schools in our area.   

Course scheduling in February/March is a very important event for students as they begin to plan for next year’s 
class schedule.  This is a time when they must make important choices that will impact their career pathway as they 
look to the future.  Students do not navigate this process alone online but receive in-person support and career advice 
from their guidance counselor.  The counselor meets with each student group on at least two occasions and with 
individual students as needed.  The master scheduling process continues into the summer months as the guidance 
office works to give every student the classes that they want and need for next year.   

The winter months are very busy ones at Tyrone Area High School, yet we hope that our students and staff take 
advantage of this beautiful time of year.  There are so many exciting winter activities right here in our own backyard.  

TAES 

TAMS 

TAHS 
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By Sarah Jackson, TAHS Grade 12 Student/Eagle Eye News 
Elementary paraprofes-

sional Mary Vancas has re-
tired after a 40-year career in 
education, with her last 12 
years of service at the Ty-
rone Area School District.  

Before joining the Tyrone 
Elementary staff in 2009, 
Vancas served in many jobs 
related to early childhood 
education, including posi-
tions at family services, 
Head Start, and Family Lit-
eracy Programs.  

Vancas graduated from 
Philipsburg-Osceola Area 
High School and furthered 
her education at Penn State 
University, earning a Bache-
lor of Science degree in Hor-
ticulture. Her husband, Ed 

Vancas, is also a vocational education teacher at Tyrone 
High School, with over 40 years of service.  

At Tyrone, Vancas was responsible for helping stu-
dents and teachers in their everyday lessons and classroom 
duties. Vancas worked in Renee Jamison’s first grade 
classroom for 10 years.  “Mary is such a phenomenal 
teacher.  She was incredibly creative and was always bring-
ing fun games and songs to her lessons. Many students 
have benefited from her enthusiasm, knowledge, and ex-
pertise,” said Jamison.  

Vancas loved to help the students and the teachers in 
the classroom.  “Anytime I was able to present an activity, 
and I found out later that I was able to help a student, a 
teacher, or one of my colleagues, really was music to my 
ears,” said Vancas.  

While Vancas is excited to enjoy her retirement, there 
are many things she will miss about working at Tyrone 
Elementary.  “I will miss all the positive experiences I have 
shared with students and staff. The fun experiences I 
shared with students and remembering the times I was able 
to make a child laugh or smile will always bring back hap-
py memories to me,” said Vancas.  

Mary has many things planned for her retire-
ment, including spending more time with her husband Ed 
and their two dogs, Norman and Irene.  She plans to spend 
time walking on Rails to Trails, reading, listening to music, 
dancing polkas with her husband, doing arts and crafts, and 
working on many home projects.  “Mary is an unbelievably 
kind and caring person. She loved working with the stu-
dents and staff at Tyrone. After 40 years of marriage, I am 
blessed to be her husband and friend,” said Ed Vancas.  

Vancas’s positive outlook on life and kind heart will be 
missed dearly by TASD students and staff but because of 
those qualities, she will enjoy her retirement that much 
more.  “On our kitchen window sill I keep a stained-glass 
message and it reads ‘Along the Way…Take Time to 
Smell the Flowers.’ That is what I hope to do while I am 
retired,” said Vancas.  

BEST WISHES TO RETIREES 
By Mackenzie Hyde, TAHS Grade 10 Student/Eagle Eye  News 

One of Tyrone High 

School’s most beloved para- 

professionals and security 

officers has retired with many 

years of service to the dis-

trict. Barry Herr was a 

paraprofessional by day and 

often served as a security of-

ficer for sports and other 

events in the evening, making 

him a very familiar face to 

both students and members of 

the community.  “I came to 

the Tyrone School district 

first as a custodian and securi-

ty officer, and then applied 

for the opening of a 

paraprofessional,” says Herr. 

 Herr graduated from Phillipsburg High School and 

earned a bachelor's degree in Administration of Justice 

from Penn State.  Prior to working at Tyrone, he was a 

blaster and drill rig operator in strip mines for coal. Soon 

after, he would work in security and loss prevention for 

major retail chains. 

Herr is taking many adoring memories, especially of 

the students. Some of his best memories include chaperon-

ing field trips to Washington D.C. with the 8th grade stu-

dents.  “I will definitely miss the kids the most,” said 

Herr. 

Teachers and staff members at Tyrone were thankful 

to work with Herr and described it as a wonderful experi-

ence.   “You rarely saw Barry in a bad mood and he was 

always able to see the positive things in each day,” said 

Tyrone special education teacher Jessica Ellenberger. Herr 

will be remembered by his positive attitude and friendly 

personality.  “He was always positive no matter what the 

situation. I miss seeing his smile and his jovial attitude.  I 

have too many favorite memories to list, but I loved work-

ing security with him,” said Athletic Office Administra-

tive Assistant Faith Everhart. 

With COVID-19 creating difficult circumstances, 

Herr decided that it was time for a new start.  “My original 

plan was to wait until my daughter graduated at the end of 

the year but the pandemic was the final reason for me,” 

said Herr.  

After retirement, Herr is excited to begin travel. He is 

also looking forward to visiting his kids and their families 

for the summer.   

“Now that Mr. Herr has retired, things seem quiet-

er.  Not that Mr. Herr was loud, but he had a presence you 

couldn’t miss,” said Jessica Ellenberger.  

Mary Vancas 
Elementary School 
Paraprofessional 

12.75 years of service 

Barry Herr 
High School   

Paraprofessional 
7 years of service 
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MEET OUR NEW STAFF  

Join the TASD Team! 
Are you looking for a fulfilling career where you can 

make a difference?  If you are, take a minute to check 

out the job opportunities listed on the TASD website: 

www.tyrone.k12.pa.us 
click on Departments > Human Resources > Job Postings. 

 NEW STAFF (no photo available) 

• Brandy Moyer, Head Varsity Girls Volleyball Coach 

• Hilari Parsons, Daycare Lead Teacher 

• Denise Schultz, Long-Term Substitute Middle School  

Teacher 

• Hilary Soellner, Assistant Jr. High Softball Coach 

Jonathan Holmes 
High School 

English Teacher 

Noelle Hand 
Early Intervention 

Teacher 

Online Registration for children who will attend Kinder-

garten during the 2021-2022 school year will open on April 1, 

2021.  Parents of children who are eligible for Kindergarten 

should register online at www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/registration 

between April 1st and April 31st.  In order to prepare for 

online registration, families should ensure they have a copy of 

their child’s birth certificate and proof of residency.  Exam-

ples of proof of residency include a driver’s license, rental 

contract, deed to property, or a current utility bill.  To be eli-

gible for Kindergarten, children must be five years old before 

September 1, 2021.   

The Tyrone Elementary School is looking forward to welcoming the 2021-2022 Kindergarten class.  If you have 

questions about the Kindergarten program, please call Amanda Kurtz, Elementary Assistant Principal at 684-1342, ex-

tension 2225.  Families will be informed over the summer of an orientation that will occur in late August.  

 
 
 
 

Due to the pandemic, the 2021 TASD Color Blast 

Fun 5K Run and Walk will not be held this spring, but it 

will be back and better than ever in 2022!   

For up-to-date information about TASD events, in-

cluding the Color Blast, please visit our website: 

www.tyrone.k12.pa.us and Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/TyroneASD.   

 
SEE YOU IN 2022! 

ATTENTION ALL COLOR BLAST FANS 

http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us
http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/registration
http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/
https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD
https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD
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It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of sex, handicap, race and national origin 
 in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.   

Please direct questions about this policy to  the Superintendent of Schools at 814.684.0710, Extension 4123. 
www.tyrone.k12.pa.us 

Find us on Facebook & Twitter!               https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD                   https://twitter.com/TyroneASD 




